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On Lecember 31, 1991, Mlchael C, Trahos submittéﬁmﬂgéﬁﬁmggnﬂﬂﬂssion
a Petitlon for Rule Making, which sought to ammend Q7 cf the
Commission's rules governing the Amatsur Radilo Service, in order to
authorlize Novice Clase opsrators access to licensee/contrel cperator
privileges cf repsater stations, Regzarding thcse comments ana
particularly his argument on page five, section IV, that, "Novice

Class licensess are qgualiflea to be repeater licensest, contrcl
operators and trustees 1n other radlc services", pleass consider

the fact that the purposes feor which the Amateur Radic Service was
created anud the llcensing requirsments thereof, are greatly different
from those of the Gensral Moblle Raiio Service (GMRS) ana the Privats
Land Mobile Raalo Service (PLMRS)., Comparing the Amatesur Raulo Service
to. the GMRS or PLMR3 1s like comparing apples to oranzges, The mers
reallty that a typlcal Novice Class licensee or any other person for
that matter, may be permitted to opsrate a repeater in the GMRS or
PLMR3, according simply to tae rules which govern: those services, is

not proof in ana of itself of that individuals technical quelificaticns,
It has absolutely no bsaring whatsoever on his/her knowledge or ability
to propsrly plan, construct, install, operate anu maintain a repsater
station in the Amateur Radlo Service,

To: The Commission

On. page five, section 1IV., paragraph 11, Trahos states that repsster
operation requirements in the PLMRS ana GMRS are more strincent than
those for amateur raidlo., Furtner, he states that being a revcater
licensee/control opsrator/trustee unasr Parts 90 and/or 95 requires

as much, 1f not more, technical knowledge as does being a licenses/
contrcl operator under Part 97. 1In the previous paragraph (10), however,
he notes that statlon licensess in the PLMRS and GMRS are not required

to take a written tschnlcal examinatlion in orasr to bs control operators
and trustees of repeaters. The passage of the amateur Novice Class
examination certalnly aoes not require aavanced techincal kncwledge,
especlally relative to repesater construction and opseration. Therefors,
in view of these facte, I must ask the Commnlssion to serlously

question what proof actually exists of the technical knowledge Trahos
clalms 1is required of and possessea by licensees/control operators/
trustees of repeater stations governed by Parts 90 anu 95, Thic

alleged technical knowledee apparently forms the basls for nis
contention that Novice Class licensess whc arse permitted control operator/
licensee/trustee privileges of rsoeaters in thc GMRS and PLMRS, are
thersfore, somehow qualifieu tc be llcenseses/control opsrators of
repeater stations in tne Amateur Racio Service. Yet without an objectlvs
written technical examinsticn, the possession of such vital knowleugs
can not be verifiaed.

Tha petlitliconer's argument, thsrcforse, 1s invalid. The averags Novice
Clacs licensee Zoes not cperete a repsater in the GMRS or PLMRS;
would llkely possess aublous technical knowlsdge even if engagsd In
such operatlon, and 1s absolutely ungualified to opsrote/control

a repeater station in the Amatsur Redlo Service, Indlviduzals,
waether licensoc in GMRS/PLMRS or not, who uecire to operats ana coutroel
amateur raclo repeaters anc who truly go possess, by whatever means,
the necessary technical knowledge, can easlly prove their aptitude

by passage of the No-Code Technician examination., This entry lsvel
license class was specifically created for operstors whose interest
lies in VHF/UHF communicatlions, and is ths llcense of choice fer



many repeater licensees/control operators, The llcense 1s extremnsly
popular and easlly cobtained. Rovision of the Nevice Clase license and
examination to allow repeater control opsrator/licensee privilegss

1s nelther necessary nor assirable,

On page sevan, sectlion V,, Trahos propoces that repesters licensed

to anu controlled by Novice Class licensess gshould utllize only
commerclally manufacturea transmitters, Apparently, this suzgsction

1s offered 1iu llcu of demonstrable svidence of the technical ccmpetence
allegedly possessed by Novice Class licencees, Tha ~ctual irtent cf the
petitioner, however, is ultimately 1rrelevant since, as the Commlssion
has noted in the Notlce, cuch a provision is not possible since VHF/UHF
amateur radlo squipment ie (appropriately) exempt from any form of

type acceptance requirement, Even if this exemption was not an issue,
enforcement of ths proposed provision woulu be extremely uifficult,

if not 1wmpossible, glvsn current Commlission resourcss,

On page ten, paragraph 22, Trahos alleges that Commission adoption

of his Petition for Rule aking 1s in the public intsrest, Whils
congslderation of new lusas 1s usually in the public interest, the
actual implementation of the petitioner's preonosal via formal changes
to the Part 97 rules would not be in ths publlic intersest feor at least
two reascns,

1.) Accidental, non-mallicious amateur interference to the radio
equlpment, repsatsers and systems of law senforcaement, firs,
ambulance and other public safety agencles must be consclientliously
avolded,

2.) Accldental, non-malicicus amateur Interference to othser amateur
equlipment, repeaters znu syetems must also be conecientiously
avolded since amateur equipment is frequently used for cublic
gervice and emergsency coomunicatlion,

The average Novice Class licensee doss not possess encugh aspeclfic
technical knowledaoe about reneater opsration to lnsure that the above
goals will be fulfillsa.

Therefore, in view cf tne preceding arguments, I respsctfully requsst
that the Commission ueny approval of RM-788€ ana thereby mzintain the
current restrictiocn prchibiting Novice Class licenssss from bslng
licsensaes or contrel operaters of repsater statliens,

tfully subinttea
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